Selected Reference Sources for the Study of Medieval Women by Schaus, Margaret
begin with subject encyclopedias and dictionaries for background information and 
suggested sources, fill out their reading lists from more comprehensive bibliographies, 
and update their lists from periodical indexes, especially those that can be searched 
online. 
They must keep in mind the reference sources for other disciplines, for geographic 
regions, and for time periods that may yield material relevant to their topics. 
Furthermore, they need to access the very latest information, since new conferences, 
books, and journal articles relevant to women and gender in the Middle Ages are 
constantly appearing. Students can use national bibliographic networks ljke RUN and 
OCLC to fmd recently published monographs and translations. The Research-in-
Progress Data Base (RIPD) on RUN lists articles just published or accepted for 
publication as well as conference papers and work in progress. The citations are 
contributed by the Modem Language Association and the National Council for Research 
on Women. If you would like citations to your work included in RIPD, write for a Work-
in-Progress Worksheet to: Debra Schultz 
National Council for Research on Women 
Sara Delano Roosevelt Memorial House 
47-49 E. 65th St. 
New York, NY 10021 
All of these research techniques and reference sources need to be introduced and 
explained to students. If the librarian subject specialists at your institution offer library 
instruction in research, take your students for a presentation tailored specifically to their 
research topics. Examine the reference titles on the bibliography below, so that you 
know the kinds of sources available and the varying levels of scholarship. The amount 
and currency of material on medieval women's topics in reference sources varies 
enormously. Even recently published titles, like the Dictionary of the Middle Ages, give 
very little space to biographical or thematic articles relating to women and gender. 
Sources scheduled for publication in the next two or three years will incorporate much 
more of the new scholarship and will make researching medieval women an easier 
undertaking for students. 
SELECTED REFERENCE SOURCES 
FOR THE STUDY OF MEDIEVAL WOMEN 
* THIS bibliography presents the basic reference sources needed for researching medieval 
women in history and related fields. Titles appear in order according to the most 
common research strategy, beginning with encyclopedias and dictionaries for background 
information, moving to bibliographies, and ending with annual and quarterly indexes. 
This approach generally produces the most effective and efficient literature search. 
This list also includes a few bibliographies from recent monographs and collections 
of essays because they are very current and particularly thorough for their topics. The 
Simons bibliography on Renaissance women and the new bibliography on early modem 
social and economic history were added because they both include material dealing with 
the fifteenth century. 
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of reference sources and at which stage they are most useful. Students usually should 
Several reference titles on medieval women will appear in the next two years. Watch for 
an encyclopedia of medieval women edited by Katharina Wilson from Garland 
Publishing and for the Annotated Index of Medieval Women edited by Anne Echols and 
Marty Williams due out from Markus Wiener Publishing before the end of 1990. 
Margaret Schaus, Haverford College 
I. FINDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
* A. ENCYCLOPEDIAS ON THE MIDDLE AGES 
Lexikon des Mittelalters. 5 vols. to date. MUnchen: Artemis Verlag, 1977 to date. 
Strayer. Joseph R., ed. in chief. Dictionary of the Middle Ages. 13 vols. New 
York: Scribner's, 1982-89. 
B. EN C Y C LOP E D I A SON R ELI G ION 
Dictionnaire de Spiritualite. Ascetique et Mystique. Doctrine et Histoire. 15 vols. to date. 
Paris: Beauchesne, 1932 to date. 
Dictionnaire d'Histoire et de Geographie EccIesiastiques. 23 vols. to date. Paris: 
Letouzey, 1912 to date. 
Eliade, Mircea, ed.-in-chief. The Encyclopedia of Religion. 16 vois. New York: 
Macmillan, 1987. 
Encyclopedia Judaica. 16 vois. Jerusalem: Macmillan, 1971. 
New Catholic Encyclopedia. 15 vols. and 3 suppis. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1967; 
Washington, D.C.: Publishers Guild, 1974,1979; Palatine: Jack Heraty, 1989. 
C. ENCYCLOPEDIAS IN RELATED FIELDS 
Encyclopedia of World Art. 15 vols. and 2 suppls. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1959-68; 
Palatine: Publishers Guild; New York: McGraw-Hill, 1983 ; Palatine: Jack Heraty, 
1987. 
Sadie, Stanley, ed. The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. 20 vols. 
London: Macmillan, 1980. 
D. B lOG RAP H I CAL D I C T ION A R I E S 
Cohen, Aaron I. International Encyclopedia of Women Composers. 2nd ed. 2 vols. 
New York: Books & Music, 1987. 
Dunbar. Agnes B. C. A Dictionary of Saintly Women. 2 vols. London: George Bell & 
Sons, 1904. 
Frederiksen, Elke, ed. Women Writers of Germany. Austria. and Switzerland: An 
Annotated Bio-Bibliographical Guide. New York: Greenwood, 1989. 
Ogilvie, Marilyn Bailey. Women in Science: Antiquity Through the Nineteenth Century: 
A Biographical Dictionary with Annotated Bibliography. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT 
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Petteys, Chris, et al. Dictionary of Women Artists: An International Dictionary of 
Women Artists Born Before 1900. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1985. 
Smith, William, and Henry Wace. A Dictionary of Christian Biography. Literature. 
Sects. and Doctrines: Being a Continuation of "The Dictionary of the Bible". 4 vols. 
Boston: Little, Brown, 1877-87. 
II. FIN 0 I N G W HAT HAS BEE N W R ITT EN 
* A. BIBLIOGRAPHIES ON MEDIEVAL WOMEN 
Erickson, Carolly, and Kathleen Casey. "Women in the Middle Ages: A Working 
Bibliography." Mediaeval Studies, 37 (1975): 340-59. 
Frey, Linda, Marsha Frey, and Joanne Schneider, comps. and eds. Women in Western 
European History: A Select Chronological. Geographical. and Topical Bibliography 
from Antiquity to the French Revolution. Westport: Greenwood, 1982. 
Frey, Linda, Marsha Frey, and Joanne Schneider, comps. and eds. Women in Western 
European History. First Supplement: A Select Chronological. Geographical, and 
Topical Bibliography. New York: Greenwood. 1986. 
Green, Monica. "Women's Medical Practice and Health Care in Medieval Europe." 
Signs 14 (1989): 434-73. Reprinted in Judith M. Bennett. et ai, eds., Sisters and 
Workers in the Middle Ages. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989. 
Kanner, Barbara, ed. The Women of England from Anglo-Saxon Times to the Present: 
Interpretive Bibliographical Essays. Hamden: Archon Books, 1979. 
Kelly, Joan, et al. Bibliography in the History of European Women. 5th ed. Bronxville: 
Sarah Lawrence College. 1982. 
Lewis, Gertrud Jaron. Bibliographie zur deutschen Frauenmystik des Mittelalters: mit 
einem Anhang zu Beatrijs van Nazareth und Hadewijch von Frank Willaert und 
Marie-Jose Grovers. Berlin: Erich Schmidt Verlag, 1989. 
Margolis. Nadia. Joan of Arc in History. Literature. and Film: A Select, Annotated 
Bibliography. New York: Garland Publishing, 1990. 
Joel T. Rosenthal, ed. Medieval Women and the Sources of Medieval History. Athens: 
University of Georgia Press, 1990. [Collection of essays on primary sources for 
various subject areas and geographic regions. See Chris Africa's article for a 
complete list of essay titles.] 
Mirrer, Louise. "Feminist Approaches to Medieval Spanish History and Literature: A 
Review of the Literature and Suggestions for Further Research." Medieval Feminist 
Newsletter 7 (1989): 3-7. 
Simons, Patricia. Gender and Sexuality in Renaissance and Baroque Italy: A Working 
Bibliography. Power Institute of Fine Arts Occasional Paper, Number 7. Sydney: 
Power Institute of Fine Arts, University of Sydney, 1988. 
Soliday, Gerald L., et aI., eds. History of the Family and Kinship: A Select International 
Bibliography. Millwood: Kraus International, 1980. 
Stuard, Susan Mosher, ed. "Bibliography." Women in Medieval History & 
Historiography. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1987: 133-84. 
Press. 1986. 
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B. BIB L lOG RAP HIE SON THE MID D LEA G E S 
Boyce. Gray Cowan. compo and ed. Literature of Medieval History. 1930-1975: A 
SUPJ>lement to Louis John Paetow's "A Guide to the Study of Medieval History". 5 
vols. Millwood: Kraus International. 1981. 
Crosby. Everett U .• C. Julian Bishko. and Robert L. Kellogg. Medieval Studies: A 
Bibliographical Guide. New York: Garland. 1983. 
Ferguson. Chris D. Europe in Transition: A Select. Annotated Bibliography of the 
Twelfth-Century Renaissance. New York: Garland. 1989. 
Graves. Edgar B.. ed. A Bibliography of English History to 1485 Based on "The Sources 
and Literature of English History from the Earliest Times to about 1485" by Charles 
Gross. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1975. 
Taylor. Barry. compo Society and Economy in Early Modem Europe. 1450-1789: A 
Bibliography of Post-War Research. Manchester: Manchester University Press. 
1989. 
C. BIBLIOGRAPHIES ON WOMEN AND LITERATURE 
Boos. Florence. and Lynn Miller. eds. Bibliography of Women and Literature: Articles 
and Books [1974-1978 and 1979-19811 by and about Women from 600 to 1975. 2 
vols. New York: Holmes & Meier. 1989. 
Dronke. Peter. "Bibliography." Women Writers of the Middle Ages: A Critical Study of 
Texts from Per:petua (203) to Marguerite Porete (1310), Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 1984: 320-32. 
Frederiksen. EIke. ed. Women Writers of Germany. Austria. and Switzerland: An 
Annotated Bio-Bibliographical Guide. New York: Greenwood. 1989. 
Frost, Wendy. and Michele Valiquette. Feminist Literary Criticism: A Bibliography of 
Journal Articles 1975-1981. New York: Garland. 1988. 
Krueger. Roberta L.. and E. Jane Bums. "A Selective Bibliography of Criticism: Women 
in Medieval French Literature." Romance Notes 25 (1985): 375-90. 
Yenal. Edith. Christine de Pisan: A Bibliography. 2nd. edition. Metuchen, N. 1.: 
Scarecrow Press. 1989. 
D. BIB Ll 0 G RAP HIE SON R E L ATE D TOP I C S 
Bachmann. Donna G .• and Sherry Piland. Women Artists: An Historical. Contemporary. 
and Feminist Bibliography. Metuchen: Scarecrow. 1978. 
Berkhout. Carl T .• and Jeffrey B. Russell. Medieval Heresies: A Bibliography. 1960-
1979. Subsidia MediaevaIia 11. Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies. 
1981. 
Chaff. Sandra L., et al.. comps. and eds. Women in Medicine: A Bibliography of the 
Literature on Women Physicians. Metuchen: Scarecrow, 1977. 
Dynes, Wayne R. "Middle Ages." Homosexuality: A Research Guide. New York: 
Garland, 1987: 95-102. 
Salisbury. Joyce E. Medieval Sexuality: A Research Guide. New York: Garland. 1990. 
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III. FIN DIN G THE M 0 S T R E C E N T MAT E R I A L 
:j: 
MANY of the periodical indexes listed below include a notation about online file 
coverage. This means they can be searched online for more thorough and precise 
retrieval than is possible in the paper versions. Some indexes exist only online and are 
updated more frequently than print indexes, for example the Research-in-Progress Data 
Base contains the very newest citations from the Modem Language Association and the 
National Council for Research on Women to work in progress, conference papers, and 
articles accepted for publication but not printed. 
A. INDEXES COVERING THE MIDDLE AGES 
Bibliographie Annuelle de I'Histoire de France du Cinquieme Siecle It 1939. Paris: 
Editions du Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, 1956 to date. 
Bibliographie Internationale de I'Humanisme et de la Renaissance. Geneve: Librairie 
Droz, 1966 to date. 
Cahiers de Civilisation Medievale Xe - XIIe Siecles: Bibliographie. Poitiers: Centre 
d'Etudes Superieures de Civilisation Medievale, 1958 to date. 
International Medieval Bibliography. Leeds: University of Leeds, 1968 to date. 
Recently Published Articles. Washington, D.C.: American Historical Association, 1976-
1990. [Will cease publication at the end of 1990.1 
"Review of Periodical Literature." Economic HistOlY Review. 2nd. series. London: 
Economic History Society, 1948 to date. 
Revue d'Histoire Ecclesiastique: Bibliographie. Louvain: Universite Catholique de 
Louvain, 1900 to date. 
Royal Historical Society. Annual Bibliography of British and Irish History. Brighton: 
Harvester Press, 1976 to date. 
B. I N D E XES CO V E R I N G LI TE RAT U R E 
Bibliographie der Deutschen Sprach- und Literaturwissenschaft. Frankfurt am Main: 
Vittorio Klostermann, 1957 to date. 
Bibliographie der FranzOsischen Literaturwissenschaft. Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio 
Klostermann, 1960 to date. 
Modern Language Association of America. MLA International Bibliography of Books 
and Articles on the Modern Languages and Literatures. New York: Modern 
Language Association of America, 1921 to date. Online file coverage, 1961 to date. 
Research-in-Progress Data Base (RIPD): RLIN Special Data Base. Mountain View: 
Research Libraries Group, 1988 to date. 
C. I N DE XES CO V E R I N G W 0 MEN'S STU DIE S 
Studies on Women Abstracts. Abingdon: Carfax, 1983 to date. 
Women Studies Abstracts. Rush: Rush Publishing. 1972 to date. 
D. I N DE XES CO V E R I N G R E L ATE D FIE L D S 
Arts & Humanities Citation Index. Philadelphia: Institute for Scientific Information. 
1978 to date. Online file coverage. ·1980 to date. 
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Bibliography of the History of Medicine. Bethesda: U. S. Public Health Service, 1966 to 
date. 
Dissertation Abstracts International. Ann Arbor: University Microfilms, 1938 to date. 
Online file coverage, 1861 to date. 
The Music Index. Warren: Infonnation Service, 1950 to date. 
The Philosopher's Index: An International Index to Philosophical Periodicals and Books. 
Bowling Green: Philosophy Docwnentation Center, Bowling Green State 
University, 1967 to date. Online file coverage, 1940 to date. 
Religion Index One: Periodicals. Chicago: American Theological Library Association, 
1953 to date. Online file coverage, 1975 to date. 
Religion Index Two: Multi-Author Works. Chicago: American Theological Library 
Association, 1978 to date. Online file coverage, 1975 to date. 
RILA. Repertoire International de la Litterature de l' Art. RILA. International Rwertory 
of the Literature of Art. New York: College Art Association of America, 1975 to 
date. Online file coverage, 1973 to date. 
RILM Abstracts of Music. Flushing: International Musicological Society; International 
Association of Music Libraries; American Council of Learned Societies, 1967 to 
date. Online file coverage, 1971 to date. 
Social Sciences Citation Index. Philadelphia: Institute for Scientific Infonnation, 1973 to 
date. Online file coverage, 1972 to date. 
Margaret Schaus, Haverford College 
RECENT BIBLIOGRAPHY IN HISTORY 
* Chris Africa 
I HAVE kept a working bibliography of work on the history of women in medieval 
and early modern Europe, primarily France and England, and of work on feminist 
methodology in historiography since the 1970s. It was once a running list of the items, 
mostly articles, that I had read, and included material on both post-French Revolution 
Europe and the United States. Due to the proliferation of relevant publications, and to the 
pressures of work, my bibliography has become both more eclectic and more oriented 
toward my own research interests. 
I no longer try to keep up with work outside medieval and early modem Europe 
unless the focus is historiographical. I do regularly run across a certain amount of non-
European material in abstracting articles from Feminist Studies. Gender & HistOIY, 
Seventeenth Century. and Women's Studies Quarterly for ABC-CLIO. My bibliography 
now includes both what I have read and references to material that sounds either 
interesting or relevant to my own work in progress, or both, as well as new publications 
that I encounter in the course of my work as a bibliographer at the University of Iowa 
Libraries. 
For this first contribution to the bibliographical section of the Medieval 
Feminist Newsletter, I have divided the entries into three sections. 
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